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ERNE .01 SUPPOSE it is possible to read!”

.. this fivst novel by an Ametican |

L . ¢ -1 of black militancy and leave it at,
A T : ~ithat. T wish 1 could, but it Seems .
B . .o N »to me the issucs it raises lift it tog
: R S e _,nnolhm fevel of discussion. | lhc
o o CT s book dinks bands with othcl reeent-
o 1 works by Negro wrilers: *The M.m‘
. Who Cricd i Am,’ by John A, Wil-i)
liaws, James Baldwin's last mwcl,n
O N , “rell Me How Long the Train's:

C e Coa [ Been Gone.' and—unewest of .1”—-';

’ : S SO EMridge Cleaver's autobiographical i 5
W avsemblage *Soul on ice.

e A these writings, whether {act ot |
: ' fiction, share common concerns,

1 comunon faults, 2 common anger, H’s
the anger which inspires the Taults: |
thc intolerable Jessure of bung black ©
in a white socicty (in $o far as I can
imagine it, and fhese books help me |
to) somelimes leads on.the page 1o
great leaks of rhetocic, more often to 4
drastic simplifications of all -those ;
fcharacters who' are not bluck, Mr i
-+ Greenlee, in particolars, appears ‘to
U fing jt hdld to clmnn[,\ut,h between vs,
.f',\\’e ve * Whiley " and had beiter }\now
it

His vcrv cool hero, Dan. Mum.m,
¢ s a natural .rcvoluuonary, 19603 style
<2 A senator up for 1 vclt.ctmh needs the-

* Negro votst

I

“erimination in its hirings? Tn panic, ™
the OIA screen out 20 or so Dbright
black men ‘and put: them through ' a”
tough training programme, {rusting
all wil]l fall by the wayside, Freeman,”,
by being: ounaingly - anonymous ‘and
‘subservient among his bourgeois class.
mates, is. the only one to sneak
th\ou"h.

e (e s AT

‘accent,’ A(’tcr five years with the CIA
a8 their * showpicce spade ® (ypock, in
Amcrican .slang, . means  both
cagent and Negro, a grinl conlusion !
1 fally c\moxted by Mr Greenlee), ho

lcaves Waahmglon for Ohxcago and
My
11) .

+ Negro writer as a chilling cnter= e enlists a top local gay, the Cobris,
tainment or thriller on tln. theme (s his first storm troos s they rob |

i tevolutionarics), huc radsr

why not ‘accuse the,‘.'
Central® Intelligence Agency of dis- .

1

He wears a gold-cdged, cap [
on a tnoth, nasty clothes, and a‘jow’ R

CIA .,.l
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aucnured skmq como no full use.’
Under cover of his paciling function,

Jhe National Guard Anoury and a -~
ank,  NoYone stispect Negroes ol
such coups, in the cind, ¢ is bdmycd e
. by one of his own coar, bul-not .
- betore having establishi « military -«
“chirin-of-commaund lining  major
citics, I'd (orgotien to vy that there
is some intermittent hmour, most :
notably in a‘short interew with the -
Prasident. E
Whit terrifies me is noso much tho -
deliberate, coaching sidof the enter-
Piprise (it s too dvcam-ie in some:
Ldctails to become a hndhook for
the total .
alienation. from * white ‘socicty that =~
it ln\phcnn every line, \ell, perhaps, -+
4 not every line, One wdkend, Free- o)
Cman visiled  the . rwl)-opcncd R
Guggcnhclm and decidecthat Wright
i had %ootcd. but he njoyed 1he’d
¢ Kandinskys,” Even  “Witey ~could,
behave, -and wmc, in “’h sily, . sum-,
mary fasion: « .o, it

pe




